[Thymus-dependent suppression of erythroid colony formation induced by concanavalin A in the cloning of pluripotent hematopoietic stem cells of the spleen].
The injection of the polyclonal activator of T-cells--concanavalin A--to normal mice is followed by a considerable decrease both in the erythroid colony-formation at the cloning of spleen CFUs, and in the number of T-cells and their helper activity in the same spleen suspensions. The suppression of erythroid colony-formation may be passively transferred by using spleen cells from mice treated with concanavalin A and irradiated lethally. Thymectomy of adult mice prevents from suppression of erythroid colony-formation induced by concanavalin A. These results suggest that the T-cells may suppress erythroid differentiation of hemopoietic stem cells.